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WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 2018 


By CHRIS BARTON, NARDINE SAAD 


AND MEG JAMES 


In 2018, the question in both come- 
dy and social media has been: How far 


is too far? 


At 11:45 Monday night, Roseanne 
Barr, and the hundreds of people em- 
ployed by ABC’s reboot of “Rose- 


anne,” found out. 


Replying to a tweet about a Wiki- 
Leaks report claiming that the CIA 
spied on French presidential candi- 
dates during the Obama administra- 
tion, Barr, almost as an aside, referred 
to former Obama aide Valerie Jarrett 


Kirk McKoy Los Angeles Times 


WANDA SYKES left “Roseanne” 
after Barr’s tweet but before ABC 
pulled the plug on the sitcom. 


CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times 


ROSEANNE BARR had said that she’d “learned a lot about people” before her rebooted show premiered. 


Barr is called out 


After comedian causes uproar with an ‘abhorrent’ 
racist tweet, ABC promptly cancels ‘Roseanne’ 


as the offspring of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the “Planet of the 
Apes” film franchise. 

Within hours, “Roseanne,” a re- 
vival of the beloved program that had 
unexpectedly become the most suc- 
cessful new TV series in years, had 
been canceled. The announcement, 
from Channing Dungey, president of 
ABC Entertainment, was breath- 
taking in its force and brevity. 

“Roseanne’s Twitter statement 
is abhorrent, repugnant and inconsis- 
tent with our values, and we have 
decided to cancel her show.” 

And that’s all she wrote. 

For weeks, 


[See ‘Roseanne,’ A6] 


REALITY: The character had something to say. The problem was the real Roseanne. CALENDAR, F1 


Election 1s part 
referendum on 
sherift’s work 


McDonnell inherited 
an L.A. department 
rotted by corruption. 
His efforts for reform 
are a work in progress. 


By Maya LAU 


Jim McDonnell was in his 
first year as Los Angeles 
County sheriff, leading the 
agency after a highly publi- 
cized jail abuse scandal, 
when he charged his staff 
with an unusual request. 

He wanted his depart- 
ment to have a theme song. 
Perhaps Academy Award- 
winning composer Hans 
Zimmer, known for his or- 
chestral scores of films like 
“The Lion King” and “Gladi- 
ator,” could craft a stirring 
tribute to the nation’s larg- 


est sheriff's department? 
McDonnell’s staff ap- 
proached Zimmer but 


ended up being offered a 


song by a lesser-known art- 
ist. 

The episode spoke to Mc- 
Donnell’s efforts to remake 
the image ofthe Sheriff’s De- 
partment in the wake ofajail 
corruption case that led to 
convictions against more 
than 20 officials, including 
his predecessor, longtime 
Sheriff Lee Baca. The scan- 
dal was a dark stain on the 
department, leading to Mc- 
Donnell’s position but also 
dominating his first term. 

Nearly four years after 
becoming sheriff, McDon- 
nell faces reelection. His 
challengers are retired sher- 
iff’s Lt. Alex Villanueva, who 
was endorsed by the L.A. 
County Democratic Party, 
and retired sheriff’s Cmdr. 
Bob Lindsey, whose backers 
include an affiliate of the 
American Federation of 
State, County and Munici- 
pal Employees that covers 
Southern California. 

The June 5 balloting will 
in part be a referendum on 

[See McDonnell, A10] 


AL SEIB Los Angeles Times 
PROPONENTS say Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim 
McDonnell has been a stabilizing presence. His de- 
tractors say deputies are demoralized under him. 


eles Cimes 


latimes.com 


Criminal 
probe into 


USC doctor 


intensifies 


LAPD investigates 52 
misconduct claims by 
former patients of the 
gynecologist, urges 
others to step forward. 


By MATT HAMILTON, 
RICHARD WINTON 
AND ADAM ELMAHREK 


The Los Angeles Police 
Department said Tuesday 
that it is investigating 52 
complaints of misconduct 
filed by former patients of 
USC’s longtime campus 
gynecologist as detectives 
launch a sweeping criminal 
probe into the scandal that 
has rocked the university. 

LAPD detectives also 
made an appeal for other pa- 
tients who feel mistreated to 
come forward, noting that 
thousands of students were 
examined by Dr. George 
Tyndall during his nearly 30- 
year career at USC. More 
than 410 people have con- 
tacted a university hotline 
about the physician since 
The Times revealed the alle- 
gations this month. 

Tyndall’s “behavior and 
practices appear to go be- 
yond the norms of the medi- 
cal profession and gyneco- 
logical examinations,” said 
Assistant Chief Beatrice 
Girmala. “We sincerely real- 
ize that victims may have 
difficulty recounting such 
details to investigators. We 
are empathetic and ready to 
listen.” 

The advancement of the 
criminal probe comes as 
more women lodge civil law- 


SS O. i 
CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Times 


A NEW ANALYSIS estimates that Hurricane Maria was responsible for 4,645 
deaths in Puerto Rico. The official death toll is 64. Above, a post-Maria funeral. 


A grim reassessment of 
Puerto Rico’s storm toll 


By KAREN KAPLAN 
AND AMINA KHAN 


Officials in Puerto Rico 
say that 64 people lost their 
lives after Hurricane Maria 
slammed into the island in 
September. A new report 
says that estimate is off — by 
about 4,600. 

If the analysis is correct, 
it means that for every hurri- 
cane-related death that’s 
currently on the books, 
another 70 fatalities in the 
U.S. territory have gone un- 


counted. 

“Our results indicate that 
the official death count of 64 
is a substantial underesti- 
mate of the true burden of 
mortality after Hurricane 
Maria,” researchers con- 
cluded in a study published 
Tuesday in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

This isn’t the first time 
people have questioned the 
official estimate of the num- 
ber of deaths that ensued af- 
ter the then-Category 4 hur- 
ricane made landfall on 
Puerto Rico on Sept. 20, 2017. 


The study authors noted 
that several “independent 
investigations” have put the 
true number “in excess of 
1,000.” 

One of them was by Alex- 
is Raul Santos, a demogra- 
pher at Pennsylvania State 
University, and independent 
researcher Jeffrey Howard. 
In November, they con- 
cluded that Puerto Rico had 
experienced an excess of 
about 1,100 deaths in the 
wake of Hurricane Maria. 

The new study adds to 

[See Puerto Rico, A7] 


White House 
revives China 
tariff threats 


After putting the trade 
war on hold, the U.S. is 
proposing 25% duties 
on Chinese goods with 
“industrially significant 
technology.” BUSINESS, C4 | 


| Surprise verdict 

| for a film on 

| Justice Ginsburg 
i The documentary, 

| called “RBG,” is a hit. 

| It has made more 

| than $6 million in four 

|! weeks despite a limited 


release. CALENDAR, E1 
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suits against USC. By Tues- 
day, an additional six wom- 
en had sued Tyndall and the 
university, bringing the total 
number of former patients 
with pending litigation to 27. 

Revelations of Tyndall’s 
conduct in the clinic have fo- 
mented an uproar at the uni- 
versity, prompting trustees 
to announce Friday that 
President C.L. Max Nikias 
would step down. 

Although the LAPD 
probe is in its early stages, 
three veteran sex-crime 
prosecutors from the Los 
Angeles County district at- 
torney’s office have been as- 
signed to assist detectives. 

Tyndall, who was allowed 
to resign last year with a fi- 
nancial payout, could not be 
reached for comment Tues- 

[See USC, A7] 


‘Trying 
to revive 
North 
Korea 
summit 


Top aide to Kim Jong 
Un to meet Pompeo 
in New York. Other 
envoys work toward a 
meeting in Singapore. 


By ELI STOKOLS 
AND TRACY WILKINSON 


WASHINGTON — 
The Trump administration 
moved on multiple fronts 
Tuesday to prepare for a 
possible nuclear summit 
with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un in Singapore 
next month, as U.S. di- 
plomats scrambled to revive 
the meeting that President 
Trump had publicly scrap- 
ped last week. 

Most importantly, the 
White House said Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo would 
travel to New York on 
Wednesday to sit down with 
Gen. Kim Yong Chol, consid- 
ered Kim Jong Un’s closest 
aide. The former intelligence 
chief, whom Pompeo met 
during his two visits to 
Pyongyang, presumably can 
speak directly about 
whether the North Korean 
leader is serious about nu- 
clear disarmament. 

Other U.S. teams hud- 
dled with North Korean offi- 
cials in Singapore and 
planned to meet in the de- 
militarized zone between 
the two Koreas in a push 
to assemble the complex lo- 
gistics and _ still-unformed 
agenda of a major arms con- 
trol summit, which is tenta- 
tively back on the calendar 
for June 12. 

Pompeo’s meeting in 
New York could produce a fi- 
nal decision in the White 
House as to whether Kim 
Jong Un will ultimately give 
up his nuclear arsenal and 
whether the still-stalled 
summit can proceed. Pom- 
peo was known to harbor 
deep doubts about Kim’s in- 
tentions after his second vis- 
it to the North Korean capi- 
tal. 

“T think how that meeting 
goes [in New York], that will 
be the deciding factor on 
whether this summit moves 
forward,” said Suzanne 
DiMaggio, a fellow at New 
America, a nonpartisan 
think tank, who helped fa- 
cilitate the Trump adminis- 
tration’s first contacts with 

[See North Korea, A4] 


